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Refuted
790 the Chairman . of the NEWS:
I nave just read the article of Huynh Sanh Thong

n e 7 February issue of the Yale Daily NEWS : 14406 but presumably on orders from Washington,

He cites at various places in his article the names of

entitled “Vietnam Between The Red Devil and The
Deep Blue
errors and requires refutation which I, as one who

STAT

v"w .,\//
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Sefends Porter, Lansaale

“ir. Thong claims that Deputy Amhassador Wii-'

L.am Porter and Senior Liaison Officer Edward T.nne

" dale are masterminding a CIA plot to nev.~ liue

‘C' ", This article contains many serious .

. has spent the past ten years in Vietnam, am happy '
10 provide.

-3iv. Thong gives his faction of the Dai Viet party
credit for installing General Nguyen Khanh as Prime
Minister, From Paris this group fed Xhanh informa-

South Vietnam, behind the back of Ambrssador

fifteen Lansdale supporters who back him up in this
plot. This is utter nonsense!

wanted to néutralize South Vietnam, it would find it

" much more convenient fo say so publicly than to

" ton that the gencrals then in power werce ‘“‘pro- -

- coups-in 1964 and early 1935
- Southern Dai Viets had positions of high official

" political machinations,

Irench ncutralists,” thus proveking
throw them. However, this “pro-I'rench neutralist
caarge has never been proven, and the generals in-

voived were cventually released for lack of evidenceé.
ST

'

Xhanh to over- .

Thong is pleased to credit the Southern Dai -

Viets for installing Khanh, he is hardly justified in .
blaming Khanh alone for all the subsequent “politi- .

cal instability marked by riots, coups and counter-

' especially since the .

responsibility during part of 1864. Active in their:

they reorganized their
tion into a new group called the New Dal Viet Party

fac- .

while their leader, Nguyen Ton Hoan, was still Vice -
[ Prime Minister for Pacification, and they proceeded

to place their followers in government jobs.

It is not true that Nguyen Cao Ky and Nguyen Van
Thicu took over the government from Phan Huy

. Quat in order to “head off soundings for a (neutral-

ist) seftlement” of the war.

; about as the result of a mounting feud between Quat
and the Chief of State, Pham Khac Suu, who, under
the pressure of Cochin Chinese politicians including -

" Southern Dai Viets, had been attempting to under-

miine Quat. Quat asked the generals to resolve the

'

avgue with its eritics who favor such a solution. If
the Porter-Lansdale “plot” is not on orders from
‘Washington. it is inconccivable that they could =zet
very far with it without having some responsible
American or Vietnamese official taking notice and
comvlaining. As for the fiftcen backers, at least half
of them, known to me personaily. do not faver a
neutralist solution in Vietnam, and I have heard or
read nothing about the others to indicate their sup-
port of such a solution, including the published

works which Mr, Thong cites as supnosedly promot-

ing “an ambivalent formula of neo-colonialism ahd
neutralism.”

As for Lansdale’s having engineered the repmce'-
ment of General Tran Thien Khiem by Vu Van Thai
as Ambassador to the United States, Mv. Thong ig-
nores the fact that this change was pronosed by
Foreign Minister Tran Van Do long before Lansdale
returned to Vietnam. Ambassador Thai’s recent oub-

- lie statements certainly do not reveal him to be a

" blasts

- feud, and they went ene step further in taking over
completely. Quat had made no attempt to sound out f
negotiations with the Communists and did not advo- '

Prime \umstcr Ky

cate a neutralist solution. If there are “rcascns to

believe that (President Johnson's peace) talks ccl- *

lapsed chiefly because Washington could not in time
produce a government in Saigon to the liking of the
Communists,” those reasons are a mystery to every-
one but Mr. Thong, for the US has given every ap
pearance of trying to bolster the 0‘overnmem of

*of pOhtl(.S il

“dove.” Mr. Thond's antipathy towards Ambassador
Thai may be exnlained by the fact that Thai's prede-
cessor was involved in the several abortive coup at-

This tak _ tempts in late 1964 and-1985 in which Southern Dai,
4D1s tageover came - Viet army officers ,)arlxcmatcd

Mr. Thong's statements cnd charges cannot be ate
tributed entircely to misinformation, for his wild
are ton flimsv t{o be credible. In Vietnam,
however, where people oo nrone 1o believe
rumor and gossip, it 1~ this Kind of preposterous
cparacier &ssadsination that has made such a mess
fowar Vietcwmaese wpoliticians would
wwelves and their owrn limited groups as
e sole candidates for “a iruly oational govern-
ment” but rather join o commoen effort for a com-
mon cause, stable government could be achieved. It
AS 1'10}?)(3\3. thﬂt th o t,xu(., T‘..u.
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If the Administration .

vaaiists — those in Viets -
_ y s of their country —-
are makmg Progress ’rowu:m this end.




